
While controversy rages in New Mexico
between ranchers, conservationists and
Fish and Wildlife Service officials over
whether the Mexican gray wolf should
even be in the wild, Arizona residents over-
whelmingly said they want the endangered
lobos to roam over a wider area of the
Southwest, according to a new poll con-
ducted by Northern Arizona University.

The poll of 695 randomly selected Arizo-
nans found that four out of five supported
letting Mexican gray wolves naturally mi-
grate from southeastern Arizona to suit-
able habitat in northern Arizona, echoing
the recommendations of biologists. A full
86 percent said wolves bring a natural bal-
ance to the Southwest landscape.

"This shows how much the people of Ari-
zona value a magnificent wild creature like
the gray wolf," said Kim Crumbo, wild-
lands director for the Grand Canyon Wild-
lands Council. "Arizonans want to see the
wolf returned throughout its natural home."

People favoring the widespread return of
the wolf outnumbered opponents seven to
one. Nearly two-thirds of those surveyed
said public land managers should give gray
wolves at least as high a priority as live-
stock grazing and other uses.

The poll was conducted by Northern Ari-
zona University's Social Research Labo-
ratory as part of its biannual Grand Can-
yon State Poll conducted in March. The
poll, which included both urban and rural
residents, had a sampling error of 3.7 per-
cent.

"Arizonans have consistently supported
wolves in the Southwest and this is their
strongest statement yet," said Bobbie
Holaday, founder of Preserve Arizona's
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Wolves. "The public clearly believes our
lands are better off with wolves roaming
free on them."

Holaday told the Sun-News she believes
that to be especially true when it comes to
a current program moratorium and pro-
posed changes affecting lethal control of
wolves.

"The officials who make decisions should
give appropriate weight to those of us who
represent that huge minority," she said.
"The shrill voice of a small minority has
been carrying more weight. This is a de-
mocracy and the majority should win. The
wolf should win."

Crumbo agreed that the poll comes at one
of the most critical junctures since South-
west wolf reintroduction began seven
years ago.

The number of Mexican wolves that could
be confirmed in the wild declined from 55
to 44 animals during 2004, according to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's draft
2004 annual report on the reintroduction.
But that number is likely to dwindle this
week as the Service wrestles with a prickly
"lethal take" order on the Francisco pack
in Catron County.

Five new pups and their mother are likely
to be removed from the wild and the pups'
father could be trapped or shot. If either
parent survives the current standoff, they
will not be returned to the wild. The fate
of the pups is uncertain. A yearling mem-
ber of the pack has already been trapped
and returned to captivity.

Meanwhile, the service has suspended its
development of an updated wolf recovery
plan for the Southwest.

Michael Robinson, carnivore coordinator
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for the Center for Biological Diversity in
Pinos Altos, said the plan has been stalled
because of private meetings coordinated
by Rep. Steve Pearce, R-NM, and held
between senior wildlife officials and New
Mexico ranchers. Pearce was heavily criti-
cized on the matter in several newspaper
editorials in New Mexico and Arizona.

Robinson said that as a result of those
meetings, the Fish and Wildlife Service
proposed a package of changes April 26
that include a ban on releasing wolves that
had never been in the wild before, limita-
tions on where wolves captured for attack-
ing livestock can be rereleased, and inflex-
ible timelines by which wolves would have
to be killed or captured by the government
in the event of attacks on livestock.

"These new policies jeopardize the lobos
now on the ground and prevent the needed
broadening of the gene pool to address
problems caused by past federal captures
and killings of wolves," he added.

Robinson said the new proposed policies
are at odds with recommendations in the
Mexican Wolf Three-Year Review, known
as the Paquet Report, which was con-
ducted by independent scientists. That re-
view recommended that fewer wolves be
captured and killed by the government and
that the Fish and Wildlife Service obtain
authority to release wolves in broader ar-
eas and allow them to roam at will, just as
other endangered species are allowed to
do.

Those recommendations, released in June
2001, have not been implemented. Mean-
while, the draft five year review also rec-
ommends that wolves be allowed to roam
outside political boundaries, and that the
agency obtain broader authority on where
to release wolves.


