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Appeals court halts logging in 
forest area scorched by wildfi re  
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SACRAMENTO  - A federal appeals 
court on Friday ordered a temporary 
halt to logging in two sections of 
the Eldorado National Forest east of 
Sacramento that were damaged by 
wildfi res in 2004.

A lower court in August denied a 
request by two environmental orga-
nizations to immediately end the log-
ging, but the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled the Earth Island 
Institute and the Center for Biological 
Diversity are likely to eventually win 
their lawsuit.

Allowing logging to continue could 
cause too much damage to the for-
ests while the lawsuit proceeds, the 
San Francisco-based appeals court 
ruled.

Many of the trees killed in the fi res 
already have been cut by the con-
tractor, Sierra Pacific Industries, 
U.S. Forest Service spokesman Matt 
Mathes said.

“The purpose of removing the trees 
is to help fi nance our restoration of 
that area to its previous condition 
because waiting for nature would 

take hundreds of years, and the public 
likes to see green forests as soon as 
possible,” he said Friday in response 
to the ruling.

“The trees do lose their value rapidly 
once they’ve been killed by the fi re 
because they’re just standing there 
rotting.”

The environmental groups claim in 
their lawsuit that the Forest Service 
used poor science to determine which 
trees died or are dying because of the 
fi res and failed to compensate for the 
logging’s impact on the California 
spotted owl.

The Fred fi re burned 7,700 acres in 
El Dorado County north of Highway 
50, in the northern part of the forest 
between Ice House Reservoir and 
Kyburz. The Power fi re burned nearly 
17,000 acres east of Pioneer, between 
Bear River Reservoir and Salt Springs 
Reservoir near Highway 88.

March 24, 2006


