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Another fight on his hands 

It's not only the health of New Jersey's beaches that has had Rep. Jim Saxton embattled of late.  

Last week he ticked off a number of his fellow Republicans by standing up for his environmental beliefs, voting against 
the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act (called "The Extinction Act" by environmentalists).  

Introduced by Rep. Richard Pombo, R, California, the act is a piece of legislation that sounds good, but isn't. It would 
amend the current Endangered Species Act by weakening some of its existing protections.  

Saxton wrote an alternate version of the bill, but it lost by 10 votes. The House approved Pombo's bill by 229 "ayes" to 
193 "nays."  

Saxton's was one of the "nay" votes, saying he believes the Endangered Species Act will be undermined if this bill 
becomes law.  

The current Endangered Species Act includes preserving environmentally sensitive areas where endangered species 
live, find food and breed. Preserving habitat is noticeably removed from the new proposal.  

The new proposal also is getting a lot of strong support from the National Endangered Species Act Reform Coalition, a 
group made up loggers, builders, farming companies, power companies, etc.  

The following listed supporters of the new bill all have obvious reasons to want to eliminate the preservation of land on 
which endangered species live:  

•  American Farm Bureau Federation  
•  American Forest & Paper Association  
•  American Public Power Association  
•  Colorado River Energy Distributors Association  
•  Edison Electric Institute  
•  Mid-West Electric Consumers Association  
•  National Association of Counties  
•  National Association of Home Builders  
•  The National Grange  
•  National Marine Manufacturers Association  
•  National Rural Electric Cooperative Association  
•  National Water Resources Association  
•  Northwest Horticultural Council  
•  Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association  

These organizations also have lots of money with which to stuff campaign war chests.  

It will take a mighty grassroots effort of environmental organizations and individuals to lobby against the proposed 
changes in our Endangered Species Act.  

Many such organizations and individuals have given their support to the Endangered Species Coalition, a nonpartisan 
group, based in Washington D.C. that is trying to get the current Endangered Species Act renewed again as originally 
rewritten without its safeguards removed. The ESC's address is P.O. Box 65795, Washington, D.C. 20035. It also has a 
Web site, www,stopextinction.org.  

So many of the nation's environmental protection laws already have been compromised in the past four years. Let's not 
lose another one.  

Remember, we may be on the top of the food chain, but by allowing that chain to be eroded from the bottom, we 
eventually may find our own species on the verge of extinction. 
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