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Wanted by Alaska lawmakers: PR firm to fight species 
listings 

$1.5M JOB: Legislators believe faulty climate change science has led to negative economic 
effects. 
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The Alaska Legislature is paying for a conference and public relations campaign to persuade 
Congress to limit the Endangered Species Act. 

The Legislative Council is asking public relations firms to bid between now and Jan. 4 on the 
effort, which lawmakers appropriated $1.5 million to fund. The PR pros are to assemble a panel 
for an "Alaska Conference on Climate Change," after suggesting how the panel debate should be 
framed. They'll launch a public relations campaign "based on the conclusions reached by the 
conference panel," according to the Legislature's request for proposals.  

The goal of the project is figuring out how to reverse what the Legislature calls negative 
economic effects from listings based on climate change, like the designation of the polar bear as 
a threatened species. 

"The (PR firm's) main role will be taking information from the conference and other information 
gathering efforts and trying how to initiate a grass-roots movement, for lack of a better term. For 
going to Congress and asking for some reform changes," said Eddie Grasser, a legislative 
employee who is organizing the PR effort. 

Rebecca Noblin, an Anchorage lawyer for the Center for Biological Diversity, said it looks as if 
the Legislature is organizing a panel to reach a preordained conclusion. The state instead needs 
to be tackling the threat of climate change to Alaska, including the ongoing erosion of coastal 
communities and declines in species important for subsistence, she said. The Endangered Species 
Act just helps protect what's at risk, she said, and the conference is using it as a "bogeyman." 

"The costs in Alaska of allowing climate change to progress unabated will dwarf any possible 
expenses that could accompany the (Endangered Species Act) listing of species," Noblin said. 

SHOULD POLAR BEARS BE LISTED? 



The money for the conference and public relations effort was originally appropriated in 2008 by 
Valdez Republican Rep. John Harris and then-Wasilla Republican Sen. Lyda Green. The idea at 
the time was to highlight scientific research that went against the prevailing scientific view of the 
impact of climate change on polar bears. That proved controversial and the conference never 
happened, but now the Legislative Council is signing off on spending the $1.5 million. 

This time is different, said Grasser, who works for Harris, chairman of the Legislative Council. 
He said Alaska will be working with other states seeking the same changes to the Endangered 
Species Act. "It's not challenging the idea that maybe we need to do something about climate 
change but challenging the idea that the (Endangered Species Act) is the tool to use in doing 
that," he said. 

Grasser said one focus will be on whether the federal government should be able to list polar 
bears as a threatened species based on a computer model when they are "at the highest 
population level ever." 

The Interior secretary under former President George W. Bush, Dirk Kempthorne, listed polar 
bears as threatened after summer sea ice levels melted to their lowest recorded level. The Interior 
Department found projected changes in sea ice will result in the loss of two-thirds of the world's 
current polar bear population by 2050, including all in America.  

Noblin of the Center for Biological Diversity said the multiple climate models, if anything, 
underestimate the rate of decline in sea ice. She said studies show Alaska's polar bears in decline 
with drastic melting of their habitat. 

That's a matter of contention, and Gov. Sean Parnell is suing to try to overturn the polar bear 
listing. The governor welcomes the Legislature's PR effort, his spokeswoman said. 

INTEREST FROM PR FIRMS 

The Legislature's public relations effort is meant to go beyond polar bears. Grasser spoke of a 
belief the federal government abuses the designation of "distinct populations" deemed worthy of 
special protection, like Cook Inlet beluga whales.  

"Are belugas endangered? Well, if you look at most of the information out there, the population 
may be down in Cook Inlet but it's not in other areas. So what's the validity of a 'distinct 
population segment' and how far can they carry that without some strict criteria on making a 
determination on how it impacts other resource uses?" he said.  

He said the goal is figuring out definitions for things like distinct populations and the criteria for 
what's considered to be critical habitat. Grasser spoke of having scientists with differing 
viewpoints at the conference, which he said he's hoping can be held in Anchorage as early as late 
March or early April. 



He said he's received a lot of interest from public relations firms, and former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani even sat down with him to discuss the money going to the firm of Bracewell & 
Giuliani.  

But Giuliani wanted to use the money to lobby Congress. Grasser said he told the Legislative 
Council members that would be like Alaska's effort to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
to oil drilling by funding the group Arctic Power. 

"I said, 'Look if you want to do the Arctic Power thing again, go for it. But I'm not interested.' 
That was a waste of money," Grasser said. 

 


