
Many of the recommendations 
outlined in the governor’s Restoring 
Arizona’s Forests strategy are already 
happening.

For example, the need to think big 
is already playing out with a project 
aimed at the forested landscape of the 
Mogollon Rim as well as a project in 
southern Arizona.

The need to find ways to make 
money off of the thickets of small 
trees and brush that clog the forest 
fl oors is being put into daily practice 
in the White Mountains, where a fi rm 
called Forest Energy is processing 
woody mass from the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests into 
pellets and other forms of biomass. 

But more needs to be done, concludes 
the proposal,  which contains 
recommendations for all the agencies 
and groups that hold sway over the 
forests in Arizona.

A key theme is drawing more 
money into forest protection and 
restoration.

For example, the report calls for 
Congress to provide at least $30 
million a year over the next three 
years for the U.S. Forest Service. 
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That would pay for thinning projects 
in the six national forests in Arizona. 
Congress also should provide $5 
million to the state for Community 
Wildfi re Protection Plans - dollars 
that can be used by communities to 
thin out the forest and prevent the 
conditions that allow wildfi res to race 
through buildings and properties.

The report calls for a matching $5 
million from the state Legislature to 
supplement these efforts.

Not all of the report is about getting 
money.

It also talks about how to create 
markets for forest byproducts so that 
those enterprises help pay for some 
of the forest activities. 

Todd Schulke, forest director for 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
and a member of the effort, said 
government policies should be added 
to encourage businesses to use the 
small-diameter wood and biomass 
cleared out of the forests.

“It’s really not about bringing back 
the timber industry or bringing 
back the industry we used to have,” 
Schulke said. Those days are past, 
and the report concludes that the 
threat in Arizona’s forests is from 
small trees and doghair thickets of 
scrub.

They provide a “ladder” for fi re to 
climb up the larger trees that are 
emblematic of forests.

“We’ve come to an agreement within 
Arizona that over 90 percent of the 
product that’s out there is small-
diameter trees,” said state Sen. Tom 
O’Halleran, R-Sedona and co-chair 
of the governor’s Forest Health 
Oversight Council. 

Plus, large trees have a value 
beyond timber: They provide critical 
protection for Arizona’s watersheds 
and create wildlife habitat, O’Halleran 
said.

Rob Smith, Southwest representative 
for the Sierra Club and a member of 
the oversight council, said forest-
thinning efforts should focus on 
young, overgrown stands of the 
forest, particularly near populated 
areas.Another key point of the 
report is the need to work on a larger 
landscape, just as wildfi res do.

“Fires are burning across jurisdictional 
branches,” said Ethan Aumark, 
director of restoration programs 
for the Grand Canyon Trust and 
co-chairman of the committee that 
created the 20-year plan.

“We need to be responding to those 
fi res.” 
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