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Symbiosis is the secret to survival

Symbiosis is the scientific term used to describe the association of two different organisms that live attached to one another for their
mutual advantage.

Nature is riff with examples, from microbes to mammals. 

In many instances, though, it is not just an advantageous relationship -- it is a matter of survival.

Such is the relationship that now exist between the Verde River and a subspecies of raptor living along its banks -- the desert nesting
bald eagle.

Within the next couple weeks, the Center for Biological Diversity will file a lawsuit against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in an
attempt to reverse a decision by the agency to remove the eagles from the endangered species list.

The suite is aimed at forcing the federal government to step in and protect the habitat of a bird whose turf is under siege.

But just as importantly, it will, if successful, put a major obstacle in the way of the Prescott communities' plans to pump 2.6 billion
gallons a year from the headwaters of the Verde River.

The eagle has long depended upon the river to provide it with the sustenance it needs to survive. The river, though, has flowed its
merry way with little or no regard for the eagles. 

But now, with the dawn of new century, that is all about to change.

The eagle and the river can now be said to have a symbiotic relationship.

The same can also be said for the residents of the Verde Valley and the Center for Biological Diversity, at least for now. 

The point here is that survival for all living things is dependent upon one form or another of symbiosis. Nature knows this instinctively.

The question is will man ever come to the realization.

America in the 21st century is a new and different time and place, a brave new world that has chosen to operate outside of the laws
of nature. 

It is a world in which we defer our existence to a uniquely manmade law -- one that is controlled by wealth, driven by technology and
predicated on the idea that the end justifies the means.

When will we ever understand that there are no ends, only means, and that the secret to our survival is based on the understanding
that we must coexist with the world around us?

Just as important, when will the folks in Prescott begin to understand that symbiosis is the answer to solving their water issues. 

When will they understand that a mutually advantageous relationship with the Verde Valley is the first step in indemnifying us from
our own folly?


