
ASH rising despite legal battle

Despite a protracted battle between sev-
eral conservation groups and the gov-
ernment, plans to build a multimillion dol-
lar commercial truck route connecting
Mexico to Interstate 8 in Yuma are
slowly moving forward.

Designs for the Robert A. Vaughan Ex-
pressway, formerly known as the Area
Service Highway, are expected to be fin-
ished by the end of November or early
December and bids for its construction
will go out in July 2005, said Mack
Luckie, executive director of the Yuma
Metropolitan Planning Organization.

The 23-mile highway, projected to cost
$86.7 million, is needed to alleviate traf-
fic congestion and accommodate future
commerce, Luckie said.

Conservation groups such as the Tuc-
son-based Center for Biological Diver-
sity say the route of the proposed high-
way will fuel urban sprawl, encroaches
on a military range and could threaten
the habitat of flat-tailed horn lizards.

The proposed four-lane highway would
connect Interstate 8 at the Araby Road
Interchange to a yet-to-be-built port of
entry just east of the existing port in San
Luis, Ariz., according to the YMPO Web
site.

Daniel Patterson, a desert ecologist with
the Center, said the eastward direction
of the route from the proposed new port
of entry will lead to urban sprawl over
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time and could encroach upon the Barry
M. Goldwater Range, used by the mili-
tary.

"If you look at the history of construc-
tion in Yuma, roads fuel sprawl," said
Patterson, adding: "We don't think it's
appropriate to build a highway across
part of a military range ... The concern
is not over the project itself, it's the route,"
Patterson said.

Regarding the potential impact on the liz-
ard species, the Center was among seven
plaintiffs who filed a complaint in fed-
eral court in October 2003 against Gail
Norton, secretary of the interior and
Steven Williams, director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. The complaint, still
pending, alleges the two departments
failed to protect the creature by not plac-
ing it on the Endangered Species list.

The Center raised their concerns about
the creature's status last year during pub-
lic comments about construction of the
highway and since then engineers have
modified their plans to accommodate the
species, said Dallas Hammit, Arizona De-
partment of Transportation engineer for
the Yuma district.

State officials hired Logan-Sullivan De-
sign, a Tempe-based consulting firm, to
conduct an environmental analysis of the
proposed highway.

The updated version of that analysis, tak-
ing into account the modified plans and
the lizard's habitat, is expected to be
available in December, Hammit said.

If federal authorities determine, based
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on that analysis, that the proposed high-
way will have no significant impact on
the environment, the plans will be pre-
sented to the public for another hearing.

If federal authorities determine the high-
way will have an impact, then state en-
gineers will have to draft an environmen-
tal impact statement.


