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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL'
Washington, DC 20240

Nov g 0 2007

The Honorable Ron Wyden
Ummited States Senate

230 Dirksen Scnate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senaror Wyden: -

. This is in response to your letter of November 30, 2007 in which you.request that the
Office of Inspector General (OIG) initiate an  investigation to determine whether improper
political influence affected a number of species and crifical habitat decisions, the Northemn
Spoited Owl recovery plan, the Delta Smelt blolog,tcal opinion, 2and the Marbled Murreler sttus
Teview. '

' Asyouknow, my staff does not have scieatific expertise, 50 wWe cannot pass judgmeni on

* the sciemific adequacy of these decisions. Based on your request, however, the OIG will open
an investigation into these various decisions, with a facus on whether improper political
influence affected their respective OULCOmES.

- We wﬂl procaed as quickly as practlcab]::, and wﬂl keep your staff appnsa:l of our
ngress.

Sincerely,

g+ Earl E-Dévaney
. Inspector General



