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United States Department of the Interior
' 

OFFTCE oF INSPBCTOR GENERT{!
\flarhingron, DC 20240
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The lloaorable Ron Wydeo
Ilnited Sutes Senate
?J0 Dirksqr Senate OfEoc Duilding
Washington D.C- 20510

Dcr Senaror Wyden: .

This is in response to your letter ofNovember 30, 2007 iu ufiich you,request tbal the
OEce of Inspecfor General (OIG) initiate a irveetigaion to daeorfue whedrer improper
political io8uoicc affecfed a nrnibgr of species aad crifical habiut &cnsioEs, tle Noibem
Spottcd Owl recovery pla" rhe Ddta Sudt biological opinioq anil the lvtarbled Murrelet status
review.

. As you loow, my stad does not have sciearif o expettiso, go we c:mnot pass juclgnar on
the sciqtiflc adequzqr of these deaisions, baseA on.yorr r"q,rest, towesel, rhe OIG will opo
4 itrtstigsfon lmo llrese vqioss decisiong with a focus on ralhethq iryropa politiral
itfluencb afiEcEd thelr respeciive outcones,

- We wilt proceed as quickty as practicable, ald will keep your sAtrapprised of or

.P.omt*
Sincerely-,


