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The ongoing conflict surrounding the Marina Point development in Fawnskin was scheduled to return

to the courtroom this week, but the hearing date has been pushed back to Nov. 7. 

In June, Friends of Fawnskin along with the Center for Biological Diversity sued the county of San

Bernardino for allowing the development to move forward. The land has been owned by developers

since the ’80s. The Friends of Fawnskin and Center for Biological Diversity allege that permits for

the development issued decades ago have long since expired and that potential environmental impacts

of the project have changed over time. 

“Our ultimate goal is to make sure the county follows the law and does a thorough analysis of the

project before allowing it to move forward,” said Aruna Prabhala, lawyer with the Center for

Biological Diversity.

Plaintiffs were hoping the court would grant a preliminary injunction on the project this week, which

would have placed a halt on construction at least until the case was heard in January. Now, their

request will have to wait.

“We still want to get a preliminary injunction as soon as possible,” Prabhala said. “We still believe we

have a strong case.”

Irv Okovita, Marina Point’s developer, said work on the site is scheduled to temporarily stop during

the winter months anyway, so even if the judge does grant a preliminary injunction during the

rescheduled hearing date, it will have little impact on Marina Point’s building schedule.

Okovita said the groups behind the lawsuit have not taken into account the environmental impact of

leaving a construction site empty for so long, as the injunction would have required. Stopping work at

this point in the process would have been “devastating,” he said. 

“We’re trying to finish up shoreline work so we can protect the shoreline from erosion,” Okovita

said. 

Okovita said he is not worried about the hearing being moved to November, but said he would have

preferred to have gone to court as scheduled this week. He believes the judge would have denied the

injunction all together. Okovita said the environmentalist groups’ arguments are “baseless” and

formed on “misinterpretations” of the law. 

Okovita said work on the site will continue through November. He hopes to begin construction in

April. 
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