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Groupssue EPA over pesticidepalicy

Seattle Post-Intelligencer Saff

Environmenta groupsyesterday sued
thefederd government, charging thet
pestiddemakersaceillegdly influenc-
ing rulesmeant to protect endangered
gpecies from dangerous chemicas.
The lavauit wasfiled in federd Dis
trict Court in Seettle

The groups sad the Environmentd
Pratection Agency ismesting behind
closad doorswith an organization of
14 pedticide companies and thet the
organization has taken on an unlaw-
ful advisory rle

In aletter sent to the environmental-
igs Tuesday, EPA offidasdenied any
wrongdoing. Thepegticide organiza:
tion amply supplies data, they sad,
not advice, and "they do not have
Specid accessto EPA daff.”

Thegroupsfiling suitindudethe Cen
ter for Biologicd Diversity, theWesh
ington Toxics Codlition and the
Northwest Codition for Alternatives
to Pedticides.

They want to put astop to what they
charaterizeas" secret” medtingswith
a"corporate ingder group.”



