
 
The Energy and Natural Resources Act of 2017, S. 1460, introduced by Sens. Lisa Murkowski and Maria Cantwell in 

June 2017, advances the Trump administration’s dirty fossil fuel agenda. The legislation includes a gift for nearly every 

polluting industry, and its passage would make it all but impossible to achieve the Paris Agreement target of keeping 

global warming below 2 degrees Celsius, which demands a rapid transition away from fossil fuels by midcentury.  

 

This bill completely fails to envision or articulate a renewable energy strategy for our country. Several prominent 

researchers have shown that a majority of the nation’s power could be generated by clean, renewable energy. Instead the 

bill embraces fracking of natural gas and all forms of fossil fuel pollution, threatening the health of countless Americans
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and exacerbating climate change. Worse, it recklessly expands our fossil fuel infrastructure and locks us into a fossil-fuel-

dependent economy, taking away investment and employment opportunities in clean energy.  

  

The sections below represent some of the worst of a long list of Trump’s energy priorities.  

S. 1460 PROMOTES FRACKING AND CUTS OUT THE PUBLIC  

 Rubber-Stamping Natural Gas Exports and Fracking. Section 2201 orders all federal decisions on liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) exports and associated export terminals and infrastructure to be completed within 45 days of the 

final NEPA document. This arbitrary and short deadline will limit the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 

(FERC) ability to evaluate mitigation measures and the public’s ability to have input on the all-important Record of 

Decision, thus essentially rubber-stamping all FERC decisions. More natural gas terminals and exports means more 

fracking, more pipelines, more pollution, and more public health problems.  

 

 Undermining Other Agencies’ Independent Review of Natural Gas Projects. Section 3103 continues the 

disturbing theme of rubber-stamping FERC decisions by forcing all other federal and state agencies, which conduct 

their own reviews with respect to issuing permits for any given LNG export project, to “give deference” to FERC 

review. This would have significant implications for the many states that have banned or heavily regulated natural 

gas fracking and gas transportation within their state. This deference also undermines the ability of state and other 

federal agencies to conduct open and independent review critical to protecting our local communities and 

environment. 
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S. 1460 PROMOTES DIRTY FOSSIL FUEL DEPENDENCE 

 Dangerous Methane Hydrates Extraction. Section 3101 authorizes $35 million for the research and development 

of methane hydrates, a highly controversial new source of natural gas.
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 Methane hydrates, a crystalline mix of 

frozen methane and water, contain an immense amount of methane, which, when combusted, will release vast 

amounts of greenhouse gas.
3
 Methane hydrate deposits are found in inaccessible deposits on the ocean floor, and 

their extraction risks the destruction of our oceans.  

 

 Extensive Oil and Gas Expansion. Section 3104 authorizes the interior secretary and Bureau of Land Management 

to establish a pilot program explicitly designed to undermine environmental analysis, public input and rush review 

and approvals for oil and gas development, driving further oil and gas dependence. The program would allow for an 

initial pilot program of more than 2,000 oil and gas wells to establish an approval streamlining process and will 

fund more than 10 other equivalent pilot projects — over 20,000 more oil and gas wells — in other states. This is a 

highly ill-advised green light for the Trump administration to do great damage on our public lands.  

 

 A False Solution of Coal Carbon Capture and Storage. Section 3402 authorizes over $3 billion of research and 

development for coal carbon capture and storage, a gift to the polluting coal industry. Billions of taxpayer dollars 

have already been wasted on this endeavor, and further investment in it represents yet a further significant lost 

opportunity cost for investment in renewable technologies.  

 

S. 1460 OFFERS FALSE RENEWABLE SOLUTIONS 

 An Energy Bill That Has No Renewable Energy Plan. This bill completely fails to articulate a renewable energy 

strategy for our country. Several prominent researchers have shown that all, or a significant majority, of the nation’s 

power could be generated by clean renewable energy today.
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 This bill does nothing to advance this goal, as it 

merely mentions “solar” and “wind” in certain Department of Energy programs solely related to more research. 

Notably, the concept or term “rooftop solar” is found nowhere in the bill despite the massive economic and 

environmental opportunities provided by generating such real energy now. This is a wasted opportunity and 

undercuts the fundamental purpose of a 2017 energy bill that could instead significantly advance current and new 

renewable energy technologies.  

 

 Faulty Definition of “Renewable Energy.” Section 3031 alters the definition of “renewable energy” to include 

certain “thermal” or “qualified waste heat resources.”  This means that exhaust from an industrial process, waste 

from natural gas otherwise flared or incinerated, or any other waste heat as the secretary “deems appropriate” now 

counts as renewable energy. It is illogical that the burning of nonrenewable fossil fuels in order to capture waste is 

redefined to be “renewable,” and further drives up fossil fuel use. Similarly, all hydropower is now deemed 

“renewable” under this bill, regardless of impact upon sustainable water flows or the hydrology of any river system.  

 

Taken together, S. 1460 locks us into a fossil fuel future for at least the next half-century. This bill is considered at a time 

when the United States has plans to withdraw from the Paris Agreement, has rescinded the Clean Power Plan and has 

lifted the federal coal moratorium. We urge that you oppose an energy bill that locks the country into an energy portfolio 

from the industrial age instead of embracing clean energy technology and solutions of the 21st century.  

Contacts:  

William Snape, Center for Biological Diversity, bsnape@biologicaldiversity.org, (202) 536-9351 

Paulo Lopes, Center for Biological Diversity, plopes@biologicaldiversity.org, (512) 633-4365 
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